
 

Dear Parent: 

Your child will be asked to complete Tripod, a short confidential survey, between the dates of October 

16th- October 25th, 2013. This survey was originally developed and administered by Cambridge Education 

to help improve student achievement by using accurate assessments of teachers’ classroom practices. 

We are able to use students’ responses to identify teachers’ strengths and weaknesses and provide 

important feedback on their practices. This enables us to provide each teacher with professional 

development and support opportunities that will enable them to grow in each area that the survey 

measures. By helping teachers to improve their instructional practices, we will be able to increase 

learning for all students. 

The responses to this survey will provide us with information about your child’s experiences at school. 

These responses will be summarized at the classroom level and reported to principals and teachers in 

order to inform their work with students.  

Questions on the survey address the following aspects of your child’s educational experiences: 

 Student perspectives on what he/she is experiencing in school and in the classroom 
 

 Classroom climate, the ways that students treat one another, and classroom behavior 
 

 Family background, general demographic information, and issues related to youth culture and 
racial and ethnic identity.  Cambridge Education collects this data to verify that Tripod results 
are consistent and valid across student audiences.  Demographic data will not be used within 
the district, and results for individual students will not be reported back to any district or school 
staff. 

Our goal is to better understand students’ perspectives of the classroom while striving to address the 

learning needs of all students. Thank you for supporting our efforts to improve students’ teaching and 

learning experiences. 

Yours Truly, 

 

Laura Link, Chief Talent Management Officer 

  



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Why is the survey being used in our district? 

Most items on the survey ask students about their teachers’ actions in the classroom. Responses to 
these items are very important because they enable us to provide teachers with the necessary resources 
and supports to improve their classroom practices. In turn, these improvements will lead to increased 
academic outcomes for your child. 

Will my child’s teacher or principal know how he/she responded to the survey? 

No. All student survey responses are completely confidential. No one will ever track answers back to an 
individual student. Each child will seal his/her survey in an envelope immediately upon completion. 
Envelopes will be opened only when they arrive at a processing facility that is not associated with the 
school district. 

Does my child have to respond to every item on the survey? 

Please encourage your child to respond honestly to the survey questions that ask about his/her 
experiences in the school and classroom. If your child feels uncomfortable with any question, he/she 
may skip the item altogether. 

 

For more information on Tripod administration in Shelby County Schools, you may email 

scstripodsurvey@gmail.com. 
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